
 
 
 
October 3, 2018 
 
The Washington Post 
ATTN: Editorial Board 
1301 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20071 
 
 
To the ​Washington Post​ Editorial Board: 
 
The ​Washington Post​ has a credibility problem that has only been exacerbated under President 
Trump. As the media struggles to regain the trust of the vast majority of Americans, we offer a 
suggestion for the ​Post​ specifically. 
 
As one of the most influential media institutions in the country, the ​Post​’s opinion pages are 
looked to by many Americans for an accurate representation of the wide range of views 
regarding our nation’s politics. However, intellectual diversity has been severely lacking at the 
Post​, a phenomenon best exemplified by the dishonest identification of opinion columnist 
Jennifer Rubin as a “conservative” or a member of the “Right”.  
 
In truth, it is nearly impossible to discern any conservatism in Rubin’s contemporary writing. 
Since the election of President Donald Trump, she has sided against conservatives on a 
dizzying array of issues, including: 
 

● Climate change (see, “Paris pullout threat isn’t about the environment or the economy” 
5/31/17) 

● Gun control (see, “We object to Republicans' hypocrisy on guns, not 'thoughts and 
prayers'” 11/7/17) 

● Middle East foreign policy (see, “Trump's Jerusalem decision is a foreign policy move 
without purpose” 12/11/17) 

● Tax cuts (see, “Repetitively cutting taxes for the rich isn’t the answer” 5/31/18) 
● Immigration (see, “Trump is losing the country on immigration” 6/29/18) 
● Abortion (see, “Questions every politician will have to answer the day after Roe v. Wade 

is overturned” 6/29/18) 
 
Most recently, Rubin came out strongly against the confirmation of Judge Brett Kavanaugh to 
the Supreme Court, writing that “Kavanaugh simply isn’t the personality type to entrust with our 
most daunting constitutional issues,” all because he’s been too extensive in denying all the 
allegations against him (September 25).  
 
Anyone following Rubin’s writing closely at this point would rightfully find the claim that she is 
“conservative” laughable. And yet, she is still regularly touted in the media as a conservative 
voice -- and by your own paper as “reporting from a center-right perspective.” 
 

 



This issue exemplifies why so many Americans -- particularly conservatives -- hold a high 
distrust of the media. How can an average reader take the ​Post​’s opinion section seriously 
when, of its numerous regular columnists, none can be found which defend the policies of our 
nation’s elected president? 
 
We, of course, respect the right of ​The Washington Post​ to employ whatever writers it pleases -- 
even Jennifer Rubin. However, we ask for the sake of intellectual honesty that the ​Post ​cease to 
identify her as in any way “conservative.” Given the ​Post​’s standing as an important platform for 
political opinion in our nation’s capital, we also respectfully request that you consider hiring a 
voice who can eloquently and effectively defend the positions held by our President, his party, 
and the millions of voters who elected him. We would be happy to provide recommendations. 
 
Given the importance of a free and fair press to our nation and its citizenry, we hope we will 
soon be able to look to ​The Washington Post​ again as a leader in providing a thoughtful and 
diverse commentary on American politics.  
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