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Dear Senators:

This week, Senator Jim Banks (R-Ind.) introduced the SAFE for Kids Act, a bill that would
require porn websites to implement age verification technology to prevent minors from
accessing so-called “adult”’ content. We the undersigned conservative leaders call on all
senators to cosponsor the legislation and advance it as soon as possible.

Today, the average age of first porn exposure is 12 years old, with 54 percent of children ages
13 and younger and 80 percent of children ages 12-17 having been exposed to sexually
explicit content.

Pornography is a known public health hazard with a range of detrimental personal and social
harms, including:

e Unique risk for addiction among children and teenagers due to continued brain
development

Anxiety, low self-esteem, and body-image disorders

Normalization of sexual violence

Interruption of normal development of healthy relationships between boys and girls
Problematic sexual activity at younger ages.

Technology makes it easier than ever for young children to access pornography. Nearly 25
percent of children own a smartphone by age 8, and nearly 40 percent of children ages 8-12
use social media. Hence, the porn industry is not only harming the most vulnerable Americans
but also profiting off of them. In 2025, the Adult Entertainment Market was valued at $191.69
billion and is expected to reach nearly $275.18 billion by 2032. It's time to do better.

Twenty-six states have passed laws protecting minors from online pornography. Most of these
laws passed with bipartisan majorities. The Supreme Court held them to be constitutional in last
year’s landmark Free Speech Coalition v. Paxton decision, recognizing the government's broad
authority to protect children from sexual content. But this patchwork of protection will have
limited effect without federal action. Children in the other twenty-four states deserve protection
too.

The SAFE for Kids Act would protect children across the nation by doing the following:
Apply directly to the source of digital pornography

Filters and blockers shield unwanted content, but only on individual devices. Age verification
technology operates at the level of the individual website hosting the pornography. Requiring
this technology puts the burden directly on the porn companies that profit off addiction and holds
them accountable for the harms that ensue.


https://acpeds.org/the-impact-of-pornography-on-children/#:~:text=A%20Benenson%20Strategy%20Group%20survey%20of%201%2C358%20teenagers%20in%202022%20revealed%20how%20pornography%20is%20significantly%20affecting%20the%20lives%20of%20current%20adolescents.%C2%A0%20It%20found%20that%20the%20average%20age%20of%20pornography%20exposure%20was%2012%20years%20old.
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-1122/331956/20241115140329092_23-1122%20Brief%20for%20Respondent.pdf#page=17
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/737/text#ided95fd046571415fac237a813c69fa55
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12515835/#:~:text=While%20ongoing%20studies,normal%20and%20acceptable%E2%80%9D
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/research/report/2025-common-sense-census-web-2.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/research/report/2025-common-sense-census-web-2.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37721985/#:~:text=nearly%2040%25%20of%20children%20ages%208%E2%80%9312%20use%20social%20media
https://www.maximizemarketresearch.com/market-report/adult-entertainment-market/190504/#:~:text=The%20Adult%20Entertainment%20Market%20size%20was%20valued%20at%20USD%20191.69%20Billion%20in%202025%20and%20the%20total%20Adult%20Entertainment%20revenue%20is%20expected%20to%20grow%20at%20a%20CAGR%20of%205.3%25%20from%202025%20to%202032%2C%20reaching%20nearly%20USD%20275.18%20Billion%20by%202032.

Protect data privacy

SAFE for Kids prohibits covered entities and third-party contractors from retaining or selling the
information collected for age verification purposes, adding a layer of privacy protection that does
not currently exist.

Hold companies accountable for exposing kids to online pornography

This legislation includes three levels of enforcement: It empowers the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) to treat a failure to implement age verification measures as unfair or
deceptive trade practices; it empowers the Department of Justice to launch criminal
investigations into suspected violations in parallel with the FTC’s civil enforcement; and it
provides a private right of action to minors and parents of minors harmed by a violation.

Complements the Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) and the App Store Accountability Act (ASAA)

The SAFE for Kids Act helps address a blind spot in other kids’ online safety bills: unfettered
access to pornography for any kid who owns a smartphone. Although KOSA and ASAA take
important steps to protect children on social media platforms and to uphold parental rights in
app stores, respectively, neither bill would stop minors from reaching adult websites. With
increasing numbers of children accessing pornography at younger ages, additional legislation
dealing with this specific issue is absolutely necessary.

More than 90% of parents worry about their children’s online safety and more than half agree
that politicians aren’t taking this issue seriously enough. On the whole, 81 percent of voters
support a federal age verification law to protect minors from accessing pornographic content.
The SAFE for Kids Act will address a major element of parents’ worries, filling in holes in current
deterring measures and establishing new protections.

As Congress considers a myriad of ways to protect kids online, we implore senators to consider
what is perhaps the most grave threat to kids online: being exposed at an early age to the most
violent, hardcore pornography imaginable. Legislators have the opportunity, right now, to stand
with parents, families, and voters across America in advancing a solution that has broad,
bipartisan support.

We, the undersigned conservative leaders and organizations, urge you to co-sponsor the
SAFE for Kids Act and support its passage.

Terry Schilling
President
American Principles Project

Jon Schweppe Casey Stefanski
Senior Policy Advisor Executive Director
American Principles Project Digital Childhood Alliance


https://moreincommonus.com/publication/parents-talk-online-safety/#:~:text=More%20than%209%20in%2010%20parents%20worry%20about%20their%20kids%E2%80%99%20digital%20wellbeing%2C%20yet%20over%20half%20feel%20that%20tech%20companies%20and%20politicians%20are%20%E2%80%9Cnot%20taking%20this%20seriously%20enough.%E2%80%9D
https://act.americanprinciplesproject.org/p/protect-kids-online
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American Compass

Aaron Baer
President
Center for Christian Virtue

Corinne Johnson
Executive Director
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President
Kansas Family Voice

Patrick Brown
Fellow
Ethics and Public Policy Center

Clare Ath
President
Vita et Terra
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Ivana Greco Tami Fitzgerald

Senior Fellow Executive Director
Capita NC Values Coalition
Ricky Darr Kristen A. Ullman
Executive Director President

Decency USA Eagle Forum
Hadley Arkes

Author and Political Scientist

All organizations listed for IDENTIFICATION purposes only.



